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Clubmaking Apprenticeship ‘family tree’ c.1780 to the present 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gourlay Family 

Edinburgh, Scotland 

(pre-1780 golf connections) 

 

Douglas Gourlay  

Edinburgh feathery ball maker c.1780 

 

William Gourlay (1778-1836)  

Edinburgh feathery ball maker  

 

Jean Gourlay  

Married Peter McEwan, 

Bruntsfield clubmaking family 

 

William Gourlay Jr (1813-1844) 

 

 

John Gourlay (1815-1869)  

 
Formed partnership trading as J&W Gourlay, feathery ball makers 

Willie Dunn Sr (1821-1878)  

 

Jamie Dunn (1821-1871)  

 Club and ball makers, Musselburgh, Scotland 

Tom Dunn (1849-1902) 

Married Isabella, daughter of 

John Gourlay 

 

 

 

Willie Dunn Jr (1865-1952) 

Laid out the course at Shinecock Bay 

Won the first unofficial American Open 

Professional at Royal North Devon G.C. 

(1886-1888) 

 

 

 

Charles Gibson (1864-1937) 

Master clubmaker and professional at 

Royal North Devon G.C. (1888-1937)  

 

 

George Cann  

Set up clubmaking business 

with J.H. Taylor, five times 

Open Champion 

They also opened a factory at 

Astbury Park, New Jersey 

 

 

Bill Gibson 

Professional at 

Sheffield G.C. 

 

 

 

Jack Gibson 

Went to the USA and set up 

clubmaking business 

 

 

 

F. ‘Smiler’ Lewis  

Went to the USA as a professional 

Was golf instructor to Edward 

VIII, George VI and American 

President Woodrow Wilson 

 

 

 

 

Charles Gibson Jr 

Professional at 

Oxford G.C. 

 

 

 

Bill Gibson 

Professional at Royal 

Calcutta G.C. 

 

 

 

Eddie Davies 

Master clubmaker 

Started his apprenticeship with 

Charles Gibson in 1928 

 

 

 
John Davies 

 

 

 

Shaun Davies 

 

 

 


